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belief that the Nationalist movement would support it when
once the fighting began. This, however, did not happen,
and many strikers who were on the look-out for Boer
commandos, which they had been told were coming to their
aid, were surprised at being captured by these very com-
mandos, who had come to Johannesburg to help the
Government.
As in the days of Kruger and Botha, the Dutch farmers
from the veldt answered the call that came from " Oom
Jan," which was a great surprise, not only to the strikers
but to several members of General Smuts' own political
party.
Rather than go by train from Capetown to Durban I
continued in the same ship round the Cape, touching at
East London, where we were taken off in a " basket"
owing to the rough sea, and Port Elizabeth, where there
was an agricultural show in progress. There I had my
first glimpse of ostriches and went round the plume exhibit,
which was worth many thousands of pounds. The weather
was very warm as it was full summer, and the view of the
east coast with its innumerable rivers opening out into the
sea as we crept up the coast, was just the kind of country
that would have suited me at that time for permanent
settlement. W.LJ. (the American Consul) was an expert
on the guitar, and as he had a very pleasant baritone voice
we passed the evenings listening to his rendering of Portu-
guese fardoes, which are surely the most lovely of folk-
songs.
At Capetown we had landed the sweepstakers and
quoit-men, and so our journey was peaceful in the extreme.
I could place my deck-chair where I wished and could read
undisturbed. Apart from an car-splitting, old-fashioned
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